DR. KIRAN C. PATEL
Dr. Kiran Patel, better known as Dr. K is a board-certified cardiologist, born in Zambia, Africa.  He studied in Zambia under the British Educational System and obtained his diploma from Cambridge University, United Kingdom.  He attended medical school at Gujarat University in India.  He fulfilled his internship in Africa and in 1976, Dr. K and his family relocated to the United States.  He completed his residency in Internal Medicine in 1980 in New Jersey and completed a fellowship in the Cardiology program affiliated with Columbia University of New York in 1982.  
After completing his fellowship in Cardiology, in 1982 he started a medical practice in Tampa.  Over a period of time not only was he recognized as a preeminent cardiologist but also developed a large practice management company employing over 20 physicians.  Dr. Patel is a proven force in the business world.  He was instrumental in turning around the struggling HMO, WellCare of New York and Connecticut from 1992 to 2002.  He built a billion-dollar health insurance company providing services to more than 450,000 members, employing approximately 1,200 people.  After exiting in 2002, currently Dr. Patel is following a similar game plan with Freedom Health and Optimum Healthcare, Inc., a provider of managed care benefits to Medicare recipients. 

The family foundation known as the Drs. Kiran & Pallavi Patel Family Foundation, Inc, supports projects related to Health, Education and the Arts around 3 Continents. The Patel Family gift to the Performing Arts Center in recognition of the school’s gift, named the school the Dr. Pallavi Patel Conservatory for Performing Arts. In 2005, they made what was then the largest donation in the history at USF, to fund the Patel Center for Global Solutions.  In 2006 they gave $3 million to support the Pepin Heart Hospital’s Research Institute, long-affiliated with Pepin Heart – now named the Dr. Kiran C. Patel Research Institute   Among their many philanthropic accomplishments, the Patel’s are also credited with building a modern, 50-bed charity hospital in India, helping to rebuild four hospitals, schools and a small village after a devastating earthquake in Gujarat, India. Today, they continue to focus on the needs around the world.  He serves on many boards and is a member of many organizations.   
Dr. Patel was the recipient of multiple awards; the Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award for the Southeast United States; the Jefferson Award for Public Service-National Media Award;  Community Leader Award-Community Development Corporation of Tampa; 2006, the Lions Clubs International Academy Award for Humanitarian Service; 2006, the Ike Tribble Award- National Urban League-Martin Luther King Celebration; On New Year’s Day, 2007, he was honored with the “Glory of Gujarat”; award from the Chief Minister of his home State in India.  In May, 2007, he received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor for Exceptional Immigrant Patriots.
